
Air Force Research Laboratory AFRL

th th Recruiting Squadron from Scott Air Force Base (AFB), Illinois, 

Air Force Research Laboratory AFRL

Science and Technology for Tomorrow’s Air and Space Force 

Success Story 

AIR VEHICLE DIRECTORATE HELPS 
RECRUITING SQUADRON 

The 345th Recruiting Squadron from Scott Air Force Base (AFB), Illinois, 
has a new tool, a flight simulator nicknamed the Draco Simulator Interceptor 
Experience (SIX), to help them in their mission of recruiting and retention. 
Simple to set up by as few as two people and easily transportable, the simulator 
is intended for use at various recruiting events where people with an interest 
in the Air Force can experience what it is like to fly an Air Force jet. 
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Accomplishment
A team of six engineers and co-op students from the Air Vehicles 

Directorate worked for 5 months designing and building a fully mobile 

flight simulator from the ground up, utilizing old parts from around the 

directorate. The directorate even produced the software in-house, which 

helped to make the total cost of the unit less than one-fifth that of a 

comparable commercially produced item. 


The directorate presented the Draco SIX to the 345th Recruiting Squadron 

to help educate potential Air Force recruits in a style that is more appealing 

to today’s youth. With this in mind, the Draco SIX has an active schedule 

planned as the centerpiece at several events in the upcoming months. In 

exchange for the simulator, the recruiting squadron has agreed to show an 

AFRL video before running the simulator to illustrate the opportunities

available here. 


Background

The 345th Recruiting Squadron asked the directorate for help creating 

a hands-on tool they could take with them to schools, festivals, and 

other venues to attract people interested in aviation. Along with three 

directorate engineers, the production team also consisted of students 

from a co-op program that recently resumed after 15 years of inactivity.

Mr. Gary Hellmann, the Control Simulation and Assessment branch chief 

and a former co-op student himself, wanted to challenge the current class 

of co-op students to best utilize their potential.


The simulator was first unveiled during TechFest 2003 at Sinclair 

Community College, Dayton, Ohio, where it received very positive

feedback from 200 people who tested it. Thanks to the success of the 

first project, the directorate plans to build a second simulator for the 

Educational Outreach program at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.


Additional information

To receive more information about this or other activities in the Air Force Research 

Laboratory, contact TECH CONNECT, AFRL/XPTC, (800) 203-6451 and you will be 

directed to the appropriate laboratory expert. (03-VA-06) 



